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Here’s more news about the
Occoquan Historical Society’s
“Finest Chicken Dinner”
fund raiser being held at
River Mill Park in Occoquan,
at 4p.m., on Sunday, October 7!

Come join us on Sunday October 7, 4 p.m. at Occoquan's River Mill Park for a fundraiser
benefiting the Occoquan Historical Society. Madigan's Waterfront Restaurant, the Bottle Stop
Wine Bar, and VFW Post 7916 will compete for the title of "Occoquan's Finest Chicken Dinner", with
the winner to be judged by you, our dinner guests at the fund raiser! Tickets for the dinner can be
purchased at: www.occoquanhistoricalsociety.org. The ticket price entitles you to chicken from each
of the contestants, and strawberry ice cream from the Pretentious Gourmet. Also included are side
dishes, lemonade and ice cold water. Craft beer will also be available as a separate purchase.
Tickets purchased in advance online are $45 for anyone 13 years of age and older and $25 for children
5 to 12 years of age (children 4 and under are free). Same day tickets may be purchased at the event
for $50 and $30, respectively. No need for a printed ticket, just come join us on October 7, we will
have your name on the entry list.
Bask in the beauty of River Mill Park, visit with friends, enjoy a fantastic dinner and help support
your Occoquan Historical Society. See you soon!
*******

Celebrating History
So why did we decide on a fine chicken dinner for our fund raiser? Occoquan dock was one of the
beautiful river stops that the steamships made when they brought day trippers from Alexandria and
Washington D.C. in the late 1800’s. They advertised a stroll along the mill race and chicken dinners

at the local hotels. Those hotels at that time were the Alton on Mill Street and Edward Hammill’s
Commercial Hotel at the corner of Union and Mill Streets. Move ahead a few years and now those
day trippers are driving cars to Occoquan. The article from the Washington Post printed on June 26,
1910, and shown below says in part; Tiring of fishing and bathing, a fine chicken dinner can be obtained at
the little hotel that the village affords.
What about the creamy strawberry ice cream you will be enjoying? Ogle Harris was famous for his
hand-churned strawberry ice cream that was sold at his Harris Grocery. He could have 15-20 gallons
of it ready on a Sunday and by the end of the day it would all be gone! Ogle’s store was located at
204 Washington Street from about 1915-1972.
So please come down and to River Mill Park on Sunday, October 7, and know you are not only
supporting the Occoquan Historical Society but walking through history with those day-trippers of
over a century ago. Part of the old mill race ran along the hill side of River Mill Park and on down
the street to our Mill House Museum!

Above are two photos recently donated to the Mill House Museum by Leah Munnis. Leah’s father, Fred L.
Wilson, took these on December 28, 1973. Both are titled the Occoquan Reservoir. The water motif is
captioned from the area of the Pilot House Marina on Neabsco Creek. The beautiful old barns are a mystery as
to their location. Leah said her dad loved to fish and would take pictures as he was out looking for fishing
spots. An artist, Fred Wilson frequently displayed his paintings at the Occoquan Arts & Craft Shows.
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